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SMART/MAHERVFW NATIONAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 
TEACHER AWARD 

 The VFW Teacher Award, founded in 1899, 
recognizes America’s best educators ( K-5 – 12) 
who instill a sense of national pride in students. 

 The National award includes $1000.00 for professional 
development for each of the top K-5, 6-8, and 9-12 
teachers and $1000.00 for the winning teacher’s school. 

 Who’s eligible: All current certified/licensed teachers in 
grades K-12 are eligible. 



Nominations 

 Teachers can nominate themselves, or 
other teachers, supervisors, family 
members, or other individuals. 

 Nominations must be submitted on the 
official VFW Entry Form.

  The entry form must contain a one-
page resume at minimum or up to five 
pages including resume, news articles, 
or letters of support.  Please include a 
head and shoulder photo of your 
teacher.
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Judging Criteria
Citizenship (1-25 points): On a scale of 1-25, to 
what extent does the teacher encourage and/or 
model good citizenship and community 
involvement?

Innovation (1-25 points): On a scale of 1-25, how 
much innovation (new ideas, new tools, new 
resources, and new approaches) does this 
teacher utilize in the classroom? Does this 
teacher’s effort reflect an ongoing desire to 
stimulate the students with new things?

Resources (1-25 points): On a scale of 1-25, 
to what degree has this teacher 
demonstrated an ability to identify and 
utilize new and exceptional resources to 
fund, facilitate, and provide materials for 
his or her classroom? Does this teacher tap 
into outside agencies, organizations, and 
individuals to acquire materials and 
expertise in the classroom? As an example 
– bringing speakers, finding in-kind and 
monetary donations, or utilizing local 
opportunities, museums, field trips, and 
local events
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Judging Criteria
Passion (1-25 points): On a scale of 1-25, to 
what degree does this teacher appear to be 
passionate about the profession of 
teaching? Are they regularly seeking to 
upgrade their skills? Do they try to find 
ways to encourage their students? Do they 
take a personal interest in their student’s 
individual success?
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Deadline 
Due to Post 10-31-2024

Due District 11-15-2024 

Due to the Department 1-15-2025
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Entry Form
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Score Sheet 
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Questions? 
Charles Holloway

1117 Star Court

Saluda SC 29138

charlesholloway35@gmail.com

864-992-7075

mailto:charlesholloway35@gmail.com
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